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13 October 1952 

Oeneral Walter Bedell Smith 
Dlreetor of Central Intelligence 
Waahingt<», D, C, 

Dear General Smith* 

Joint Chiif8°S*StIfT“ ®^ttation being made for the 

qulree an eeii^tA Weapone Systems Bvalnation Qrotu) re- 

quxraB axi MtlMte of tho ttiaiam anmiAl ^ 

requirement of the QSSR and SetSlit«ri« ^ petrolein 

TOT Jjtt I954e Suoih aii aatWtdw j ®V 0 Bt of a ganeral 

and ooBataer oatagan datall ™S*5TnTi*T J*** praduat 

la» Paq«5a2S.”SlSS ^ S«^ alTllia» patra- 

and fSd tliat Siaaa aatlLtl?*!^!.?^ IntalUgaaaa aganalaa, 

Baasaar, andar het-iar aondnieBa^thr’aL?’’?^*’^ 
aubatantlal qaaaUtUs af '**P'lw4 of 

without undermining the uer-am^iZ+^r® could be cut 

Is evidenoe to indioate that sSsfi+^ 4 ***^^**^* ^^*"^*^^0*127, there 
tapalw. Par aaaapS. dS?L“^S Patralaw a«, bi «c 

petrelem in SeSen «« m^^aa !z? ^ availability of 

Industrial produoticn increase^^ririh^ total 

reduce their civilian conswpuJn is Sonets oould 

below the oold-ear estimate ot ZXmln^ * ^®'***^^ 

8lncerely^)JSJrJo2S^^and^t^*fe°^^5*4.?‘*®* »Hl be 

by 15 Deeemter 1^2. ^ oa»pleted 
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Very truly yours. 


GEOPFBIT meyn p 
Lieutenant General, 08 i 
Director 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WEAPONS SYSTEMS EVALUATION GROUP 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 
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13 October 1952 


General Walter Bedell Smith ■} , 

Director of Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear General Smith: 

In connection with an evaluati<» being made for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Weapons Systems Evaluation (hronp re- 
quires an estimate of the minim tn annual civilian petroleum 
requirement of the USSR and^atellites 33i of a general 

wsor in.195^* Such an estimate prepared in the petroleum prc^uot 
and consumer category detail used in CIA Intelligence Memorandm 
No. 181 would be adequate for WSEG’s purposes. 

We have reviewed the estimates of Soviet civilian petro- 
leum requirements already produced by the intelligence agencies, 
and find that these estimates are based on cold-war conditions, 
under idilch petroletn would be relatively available to the Soviets. 
However, under hot-war conditions, the Soviets may be deprived 
substantial quantities of petroleum products, and it is essential 
to estimate how far back their civilian consumption could be cut 
without tindermining the war- supporting econcmy. Historically, there 
is evidence to Indicate that substitution for petroleum can be ex- 
tensive. For example, during World War II the availability of 
petroleum in Sweden was cut approximately 90 per cent, but total 
industrial production increased* To idiat extent the Soviets could 
reduce their civilian constnption is not known, but probably well 
below the cold-war estimate of requirements* 

Your cooperation in furnishing these estimates will be 
sincerely appreciated, and it is hoped that they can be completed 
by 15 Decmnber 1952* 


jTery truly yours. 
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lieutenant General, T]BA 
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